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512TH FIGHTER SQUADRON HISTORY
April 1944 = July 1945

Introduction

The pages that follow are a reproduction of the Official 512th Fighter
Squadron History which is preserved in the archives of the Albert F, Simpson
Historical Research Center at Mexwell AFB, Alabama, The records are completely
declassified but coples are not avallable to the public except on microfilm.

In preparing the records for printing we had to retype each page. As much as
possible, we attempted to type them in the same format and with the exact same
placement of words on the page as in the originals, On occasion, this meant
leaving unchanged what we were quite sure were typographical errors in the
original, The most obvious of these is on page 35 where it states that on

24 Feltruary 1945, Lt Braxton was reported MIA, The information on page 31
indicates this was actually Lt Claxton, At the reunion in May 1981, Mr, Claxton
and my father, Fred Brandt verified this. However, rather than risk " changing
history", we preserved the record as it origimally appeared when we retyped

it., The only exceptlon to this rule 1ls the tltle and date at the top of each
page and the page numbering in the lower right corner. These were added to

help those of you who ordered unbound coples to keep track of your pages

and to allow me to compile the index of names which you willl find at the end

of the history, I'm grateful to all those who assisted me in this project,
especially my wife Joni, and I hope you will enjoy reading this history as

much as we enjoyed reproducing it. As an Air Force pilot and an amateur historian,
I admire you for the things you accomplished under difficult conditions in the
last year of the War in Europe., I hope this history wil help you remember those
accomplishments and the friendships you formed during that difficult year.

Stevan Brandt
November 1981
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2, Changes in organization:

1, Organization acquired new T/0 during this period, The
date of operation under the newly acquired T/0 was 15 April 1944,
although it was dated 22 December 1943,

b. Strength, Commissioned and Enlisteds

Date Officers Enlisted Men
5 April 1944 (Date of 40 251
arrival in UK)
30 April 1944 42 251

¢, Movement:
1., Arrived in UK 5 April 1944 and immediately moved to this
station, 417, arriving 6 April 1944,

d, Casualties;

i, Two pllots, 2nd Lt Alfred C. Harnagel, 0-811900, and 2nd
Lt Russell E, Tilton, 0-810435, were killed in a midair collision
during a training flight 21 April 1944,

e, Decorationsi
1. None.

f. HNarrativei

1. This Squadron arrived in the UK 5 April 1544 landing at
Liverpool, We immediately boarded a traln and rode all night to-
ward the South of England, and pulled into Ashford, Kent, about
0600 6 April 1944, Trucks were walting for us and we were taken
out to our airdrome which was throbbing with mud, The Squadron
area had previously been selected by the advance party of the
Group, so the tents at least were already for occupation. Chow
line formed at once as did lines for numerous other articles such
as cots, blankets, etc., The Squadron area 1s a large square sur-
rounded on all sides by a natural hedge and trees, The tents are
dispersed around this hedge. The next three weeks were those
kinds of days when nothing tangitle can be shown, yet little ad-
ministrative and liveable detalls were straightened out.

g« Opsrations:

1. Ho airplanes were avallable when we arrived at our sta=
tion and the first flying by our pilots was done 15 April 1944
ten days after arrival, This flight consisted of the Commanding
Officer, Major John L, Locke, the Operations Officer, Captain
Weston M, Lennox and the three flight leaders, Captain John W,
Mullaney, 1st Lt Creighton A. Smith and 1st Lt Richard D, Christensen,
all going up just to feel the alr again. The rest of the month as
far as flying was concerned was devoted entirely to tralning except
that five of our pllots did fly operational missions with neighbor-
ing groups. These five officers chalked up thirty-four sorties for
the Squadron and the thirty-four were made up of dive bombling, escort,

1,
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g, Operations (Cont'd)

fighter sweeps and combination of dive bombing and escort. These
operational missions gave the Squadron a total of forty=-cne and a
half hours for this period., Now as this period was devoted almost
entirely to training the training hours are important., We accumu-
lated a total of three hundred and seven hours of training which em=
traced formation flying and dive bombing, It should be mentioned
that we received cur first plane on 13 April 1944 and they continued
to come until at the end of the month we had seventeen planes,

2, Flying perscnnel attended ground school classes conducted
by the Group and taught by instructors from the 303rd Wing and later
our own Intelligence Officers,

3. Intelligence worked hard to get everything ready to operate.
¥aps were photographed and made operational sizes and plexi-glass
cases were made for the pilots, Intelligence personnel attended a
school in Escape and Evasion and this information was passed on to
the pilots, All details like having pilots pictures made were at-
tended to.

4, The suprems Squadron spirit which this Squadron is enhanced
with was strengthened when of the five new pilots we received four
of them were old 512th men that we had to let go back in Congaree,
3, C. There was quite a reunion when they arrived.

CARL T. MATTHEWS, JHa,
th‘l‘a ¥ Alr CD:PS,
Historical Officer

Za
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2, Changes in organlzation:

i, None
b. Strength, Commlissioned and Enlisted:
Date Officers Enlisted Men
30 April 1944
31 Mey 1944 L3 242

cy, Movement:

i. There was no permanent move during this period, On 24 May 1944, the Squadron
made a trial movement to the A,L.G. Brengett. The Squadron moved in three sectlons,
the air eschelon, ground eschelon, and flight eschelon, This was the first movement
of our Squadron with the above mentioned breakdown of movement, The movement was
designed to proceed on a regular operational day. The alr eschelon moved out at 0630
and arrived at the Brenzett landing ground at 0730, We immediately set up cperations
and waited for the ground and flight eschelons to arrive, The ground eschelon
arrived at 1400, At 1330, the flight eschelon arrived having just flown an operatiomal
mission, The next morning, the process was repeated back to our permanent base,
ds Casualtlies:

1. None.

8. Decorations:

1. No decorations were awarded thls month.
f. Operations and Narrative:

1. The first eight days of this month passed with final preparations for our
operationsl flying., On 9 May 1944, 12 ships toock to the alr on our first mission
which was a fighter sweep, The sweep was to the area northwest of Farls., HNo enemy
a/c were seen and not ome burst of flak was seen or felt, This mission was a Group
mission and was led by It Col Grossetta, the Group Commander, The following day,

10 May 1944, fourteen of our ships flew the second mission and the second sweep, This
sweep was a little farther north of the first and was northeast of Parlis. No enemy

a/c were seen but flak was encountered for the first time though no one was hit. Our
own Sq. Commander led the Squadron for the firat time, On 11 May 1944, we went a
little farther north so owr geography lessons as we were calling our sweep misslons
were going farther and farther north, Alsc on this sweep our first plane was hit by
flak but did no material damsge, Fifteen planes flew and completed the mission, On

12 May, the fourth sweep was flown with fifteen planes again, 13 May 1944 was a date
to remember for we flew our first two sortie mission, an escort of B-26 a/c, Our
squadron had route separate from the other squadrons and this route was in the vicinity
of our first mission, near Paris, Our operations were held up for six days because

of weather and we didn't fly again untll the 19th of May, when we flew our second escort
mission with B=26's, This mission marked the first time we had flown four full flights
on & mission, The following day we passed another memory polnt by having two mlssions
on one day, firset sscort and then our first area coverage mission just north of Dieppe,

2. New things in operations came along when the next day we received our first
miseion to straf rolling stock and straf we did, This mission toock us into Germany.

On 22 May, we found the SBquadron going out on 1ts first dive bonb mission, and we hit
a tridge north of Paris, On 24 May, we were agailn on an escort misslion and another
first came in the books when our first enemy a/c were engaged. Two FWiS0'e made 2
pase at Creen Four who was in a turn with the sun to his back and shot the right allervu
off, Two more FW190's Twroke ahead of Lt Federson and he flred clalming & damage, Our
missions for the next four days were Escort and the last one on the 28th was our first
sscort of heavies, B=17's, In the evening of the 28th we recelved a dive bomb mission
and we hit a railroad tridge. The last four days of the month we escorted B26's twice,
Bl7's once and dive bombed an alrfield once,
Operational Summariess
Number of Mission®
Total Sortle Credits

i
6
Combat Time % hrs,, 15 mina
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2, Changes in Organization.

June 1944

1. Effective 13 June 1944, the 512th was designated a Fighter Squadron

from Fighter Bomber, No operatioral changes.
%+ Strength, Commissioned and Enlisted,

Date Offlcers Enlisted Men
30 May 1944 22
30 June 1944 51 247
2, Movemsnt,
1' HOM-

i, Casualties,

1. Four, Capt, Wo ¥ ., Lennoxy Lt, H, D, Pederson; Lt. L, E. Agee, and

Lt. E. C. Dudolski,

&, Decoratlons,

1s The following Officers recelved awards durlng the month of Junes
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'I’h .ﬁ.; Rhesa HH R H RN 1 L L i I ]
J:' F| Vacea UL S R R LI LI T O LI A

LU T T T T | LI L T LT I ]
5: g: ;;IHJ_EEG“‘- = R N ; #MOoW o0 W M M W
:_[. o, Iﬂﬂiﬂk WY SN W RN
|I. I‘H.T'l.'l.ﬂiﬂ-k T R T T 1] o [ U T T T T R T
Js Re Bronson Alr Medal
J+ U, Underwood- i
L. H. }EIHE oM oW oHH
B+ G. Jones e ——
We Le Perkins RIS
'h. J. Eta-m Wowon omon

-1-



512th Fighter Squadron History June 1944

Operations and Narratlive.

1., June was a month of intensified activity for the 512 Fighter Squad=
ron and one in which this organization proved itself capable and willing
to carry on the tattle against the enemy even under very adverse condi-
tions. In support of the invasion operations this month, 39 misslons of
various types were undertaken, a record number to date for this organ-
ization, On 6 and 7 June, 1944, the 512th flew four Top Cover Misslons
per day over the beachead and under the leadershlp of Major J.L. Locke,
C.0., this squadron was one of the first over the Normandy beaches on
D-Day. In spite of very tad flylng weather all eight of the missions
were carrled out successfully without loss of craft or men, The missions
for the month were divided into 4 escort; 15 Fighter Cover; and 20 Armed
Recon. Morale has been tops and cooperation with other headquarters
excelleant,

2., During this month, two enemy aircraft were destroyed by the 512th
with one proteble and two damaged., Returning from a dive bombing mizsion
near Chartres, Lt. Mayne shot down one ME109 at about 8000" on 21 June,
and damaged one, The other was downed by Lt. Chubbuck, His element was
attacked ty two FW190's from a higher altitude while returning from a
mission, Following the Nazi down, Lt. Chubbuck pulled up under him after
coming out, just under a cloud formation, riddling the German so badly he
was forced to ball out, A number of enemy vehicles were destroyed and
damaged during the month., The big day was on the 10th when 25 trucks
were destroyed and thirty-one damaged,

3. Four Pilots were lost during June to enemy action, On 10 June,
Captain Lennox, Operations Officer, was hit by flak and was forced to ball
out in the vicinity of Vire, France, Lt, Pederson was alsec hit by enemy
ack-sck on 18 June, and went down tack of the German Llnes east of St. Lo.
Lt, Agee and Lt. Dudolski were last seen in the vicinity of Cherbourg on
22 June, where they were hit by Nazi ack-ack while on a dive bomblng miss-
ien just South of that city. On 21 June, Lt. Leif Johansen talled out
over the Channel., The water was Choppy and it wasn®t until the following
day, after 16 hours in his life raft, that he was picked up by rescue
boats, Lt, Douglas was Torced down by flak while clreling to glve a fix
on Lt. Pederson on 18 June. He landed in No Man's Land, walked btack to
our front lines and rejoined the organization two days later,

s/ CARL T. MATTHEWS, JR.
+/ CARL T. MATTHEWS, JR.
Captain, Alr Corps

Intelligence Offlcer
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a8, Changes in Organlization

1- Hona.
b, Strength, Commissioned and Enlisted,
Iate Officers Enlisted Men
30 June 1944 5 - 27
30 July 1944 48 247

c, Movement:

1, On 5 July, the 512th wes alerted to move, The Organizatlon was
divided into three eschelons and one small work detail. These were the
Alr Eschelon which would proceed to the new btase in France with all
equiptment not absolutely essentlal for operating; Second, the Ground
Eschelon which would remain, carrylng on operations untll the advance
element had set up; Third, the Flight Eschelon which was composed of the
neccessary pilots to carry on and who would fly to France. It wasn't until
the 18th of July that the Alr Eschelon moved out by train and Motor Convoy
to the Marshalling area in the Southampton vieinity. Nine days later,
on 27 July the Unit arrived at field A-13 west of Bayeaus., On 31 July,
all aircraft were flown in from England. The movement was completed the
first part of August.

d, Casualties:

1. There were four casualties during the month, Captain C.A. Smith was
the first. He crashed into a woods attempting to take off on 4th of July.
Failing to gain altitude with a belly tank and a 500 pound bomb under each
wing Captain Smith's plane immediately burst into flames but fortunately
he was able to get out under his own power. He sustalned second and third
degree burns on hands and face, Lt. Leif Johansen tailed out over
Nieuville-Sur-Togue, France in enemy territory after his ship was hit by
flak on July 14th, Lt, Everett Booth, the third casualty was wounded in
the leg by & bullet from an aircraft firing at a Nazl flying bomb. On
30 July, Captain Mullaney was lost while straffing a truck. It is thought
that too heavy a load caused him to mush into the ground.

8. Decorations:
1, Major John L. Locke, the Purple Heart.
Capt. C.A, Smith the Purple Heart
It. Everett Booth, the Purple Heart

Enﬂ. Ltl J.G. mﬁrﬁﬂn- the Alr H‘Bﬂﬂ.l
2nd Lt, Richard B, Crater, the Alr Medal
F/0 J.C. Brown, the Air Medal

Major John L, Locke, Bth, 9th, 10th OLC to the Air Medal
Captain Jack R, Bronson, 2nd OLC to the Alr Medal
Captain John W. Mullaney, 6th, 7th, OLC to the Air Medal
Captain Jesse U, Underwood, 3rd, 4th OLC to the Air Medal
Captain Creighton A. Smith, 7th OLC to the Alr Medal

1st Lt. H.D. Christensen, 6th CLC

ist Lt. John Marusiak, 4th OLC

ist Lt. Donald D, Tomlinson, 3rd, 4th OLC

ist Lt. Glenn K. Schwan, 6th QOLC

ist It, Leif H, Johansen, Jr., 3rd OLC

st Lt. Arner M, Douglas, 4th OLC

ist Lt, William Anderson, Jr., 3rd,4%th OLC
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1st Lt. A.S5. Brown, Jr., 3rd QLC
ist Lt., James G. Brown, 3rd, 4th OLC
ist Lt., Gabriel F, Vacca, 3rd OLC
ist Lt. William A. Rhes, Jr., 2nd QLC
ist Lt. Jay O, McCall, 2nd OILC
ist Lt, William C, Braxton, 4th OLC
2nd Lt, Everett E. Booth, Jr,, 3rd OLC
2nd Lt. Fred W, Chubbuck, 1st OLC
2nd Lt. Robert M, Draney, 2nd QOLC
Znd Lt, Robert G. Jones, 2nd OLC
2nd Lt, Walter L., Perkins, 2nd OLC

f. Operations and Narrative:

1. July started out rather slowly but proved to be the mest eventful
in the history of the 512th Fighter Squadron. Thirty five missions were
flown; 27 Armed Reconn,, 4 Dive Bombing and Four Escort. Two pllots were
lost due to enemy action but more than balancing the score, seven Nazl
aircraft were destroted, two probably destroyed and six damaged, During
the month of July the following figures show the extent of activity:

Destroyed Frobables Damaged
Locomotives 12 20
Railroad Cars ik8 208
Railroad Bridges 1
M/T's 30 81
Tanks 24 1
AfC 7 2 6

in addition, railroad tracks were cut at 21 different locations, 1

tarrachs was hit, 1 oil tank hit, 1 trailer destroyed, 2 talloons destroyed,
1 warehouse severely damaged, 3 gun emplacements destroyed and 1 damaged,

1 railroad repair shed damaged, 1 tunnel blocked, a transformer and power-
house damaged, and two highways cut,

The squadron received a commendation from General Weyland, CG of the
XIX Tactical Air Command, for the part they played in the July 20th opera-
tions when three missions were flown with excellent results. Major Locke
and Captain Smith were made Lead Pilots and the organization was authorized
a tattle pennant for its Culde-on.

2., These are the main highlights:s Lts Jones,1 dest
July 4th----2 Fw 190'e destroyed and 1 probable- Lit, Mayne,l dest
July 6th----Barracks and fuel tank hit by bombe at Fougeres.

July 7th----One locomotive destroyed and tracks cut at Nogent=Sur=
Le Loire Ly bombs,

July 14th---Two Armed Reconn Missions were flown in the area of
Tours and Orleans, France. Two locomotives were
destroyed and five damaged; twenty-six frelght cars
destroyed and 85 demaged, one large gasoline M/T, one
Transformer and Power House, one medium tank and one
etaff car were damaged, one truck and Z balloons were
destroyed.

-2-
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July 19th---Flying two missions the squadron cut numbsr of railrocads
by bombing. One locomotive and 5% freight cars were des-
troyed and three additional cars damaged.

July 20th---The squadron flew three armed reconn, missions. A rail
road was cut and one M/T was destroyed and 4 damaged, 28
tarks on flat cars were destroyed, a bridge damaged by &
direct hit, & locomotive damaged, and a warshouse set on
fire, Two tanks and three gun positions were destroyed.

July 24th---5 flat cars and a 2} ton M/T destroyed by bombing and 20
jeeps and light trucks damaged by straffing.

July 25th=-=0One ME109 probably destroyed=-6 aircraft damaged,

July 26th---Hit M/Y at Angers, Tracks cut, 2 rallrocad cars and 1 ve-
hicle destroyed. 20 flat cars and 20 vehlcles were damaged
by straffing. ILater, 2 flat cars and M/T were destroyed,
and 2 flat cars and M/T damaged by bombing. The tracks were
also out. An M/T was straffed and destroyed,

July 27th---Two dive bomb missions flown. Railroad cut in three places
and one locomotive damaged. Strafed and damaged another
locomotive at same place. One engine destroyed, one damaged
and an ammunition train of thirty cars destroyed, the ex-
plosion cutting the tracks, Marshalling yard bombed, two
engines destroyed andfive damaged, Railroad tracks cut on
another line and 5 ensmy a/c destroyed. Captain Underwood,
Lt, Christansen, and Lt. Douglas each accounted for one
Mei09, Major Locke and Lt. A.S., Brown shared one HEl1l,
destroyed, while Lt. Christensen, Lt. Schwan and It. Borne
all shared credit for one JUBB downed.

July 28th=--Tracks cut at Voves M/Y. Nine M/T strafed and destroyed,
one damaged, On second mission, railrcad junction hit by
bombs, cutting tracks in two places and destroying 5 box cars.
Tracks bombed at another location and cut. Four trucks,
one trailer and one half-track destroyed by strafing.

July 29th---Bombed, strafed and destroyed gasoline train of 25 cars
and locomotive--also cut tracks, Bombed and strafed train
of 40 empty box cars and locomotive, destroying the engine
cutting the tracks and damaged 10 cars. Damaged an engine
and seven coal cars by strafing and destroyed a staff car,

July 30th---Destroyed a locomotive and freight car by bombing--cutting
tracks in 2 places, Strafed and damaged another locomotive.

s/CARL T, MATTHEWS, JR.

t/CARL T. MATTHEWS, JR.
Captain, Air Corps
Intelligence Offlcer


















































































































