Note: This is not the complete book. | will scanre pages and add to this as time permits.
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FOREWORD

May 8, 1944 - May 8, 1945
{Combat Operational Period)

The activities of the 512th Fighter Squadron since becoming operational in the ETO
may be classified as outstanding. Assigned to the XIX TAC upon arrival in the UK and
stationed near Ashford, Kent, in England, the organization took part in the pre-invasion air
offensive, During this period, Major Locke and his crew flew all types of missions from the
escort of heavy bombers to dive bombing. Due to the fine work of all personnel on these long
days, the Squadron was able to accumulate a great deal of combat time in this comparatively
short period.

On the day of the invasion, the 512th was one of the first squadrons over the beach-
head and up to the day when the organization was moved to the continent as many as six
missions were flown in onc day. This was the Normandy campaign and it can truthfully be
said that during this time from June 6th to July 25th the Basher Squadron did a splendid job.

July 25th, the date of the St. Lo breakthrough and General Patton's dash through France,
marked another phase of operations. Divided into three echelons all moves of the Squadron
were carried out without a letup in operations. Bayeux was the first base that the planes took
off from in the Normandy area. Next stop was at Crettville on August 17th. All this time and
up until the 6th of February 1943, the yellow nose ships of the 512th flew in support of
General Patton's third army. In order to keep within striking distance of the enemy, three
more long moves had to be made during this time. The first found the organization near
Le Mans, the second was at Mourmelon-le-Grand near Rheims where four months were
spent. It was at this time that the Nazis tried to make a breakthrough in the Ardennes sec-
tor but magnificent fighting like that of the 101st Airborne Division, with the superb coope-
ration of the 512th Fighter Squadron made history at Bastogne, Belgium. The next move was
to Metz for a short stay.

While operating from Loupelande, near Le Mans, the 512th took part in the destruction
of German columns south of the Loire River, which earned the Presidential Citation for the
organization. On the day that this book went to press, a cluster to the Presidential Citation
was awarded the Group for its superior work at Bastogne during the breakthrough in the
Ardennes.

It was on February 6th that the 406th Fighter Group was transferred to the XXIX TAC
and moved to a new base near Asch, Belgium. Taking part in the final major offensive
against the Nazis, the 512th again distinguished itself by its fine work. V-E Day found us
operating from a base in Germany east of the Rhine at Handorf, near Munster.
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IN PASSING

We would like te thank all the men who have in any way contributed toward making this book
successful. Working against time and the handicaps of movement, everyone has come through in tra-
ditional fashion to complete the task in a very short time. We sincerely hope that in the years to
come, passing through the pages will recall many amusing incidents of t|'|-e days in England and on
the Continent and bring to mind your many friends and buddies. Again many thanks, especially to
those men below who have, in a special way, used their talents so effectively.

WRITE UPS :
Commanding Officers . . . . . - MNerman Gavriacier, Robert CORNELL,
Foreword . . + . &« & & + & Morman GALLAGHER,
Dedication = .+ &% & % & = & & « Wharn Birbp.
Pilotsiiso b 5 5 % = 5 8 & @ % Carl MATTHEWS.
Administrative Heads . . . . . . Robert CoRNELL.
H:aﬂquh:teru W % moa o W oa e Felix SHAPIRO.
Intelligence . . . . . . « « + & Morman GALLAGHER.
Operations . . . . « « « « « =« Herbert SmimH.
Medich'. = &« 2 = = 2 = = s s Ellis KETCHERSIDE.
Squadren Supply . . « . + « . . William McNaLLy,
Tramspomtation « - « = + =« « + Jack Baxker.
WMeswin 5 5 5% % & & & = & = Phil Donanue.
Engineering . . . : & s = s = Henry GRIFFIN,
Armament. . . . . & e w5 o Raymond TaLMaDcE, Arthur LEVY.
Photegraphy . . . . . . . . . Willard Carison.
Chemical Warfare . . . . . . . Carmine FarxoLO.
OeduancE 5 & 5 N R W W ow Jack Howne,
Communications . . . . . .+ .+ = David KAy, Henry RuscH, Vietor MoraLES.
Tech Supply v = = = = & = « Wallace McCrLoup.
Pargchute . . . . . . . « « . Benjamin Payne, William ZecLER,
Flying Contrel . . . . . . + . Luther Long.
Fommce s voe o 3 o o6 o o i Joseph Garrrry,
Squadron Life . . . . « « « « . Wharn Birp.
Our Travels . . . & o & o . Wharn Brp.
Eowers sreaanes o 0 G W S 0w Carl JoHMsoN,
Carooms & 5 e s 5 v oW William Cowoni, Martin LaaTscH,
Special Effects. . . AT Norman GALLAGHER, Martin LaATscH,
Procfing and nrmngcmcnt W A Wharn Bmp, Robert CorneLL, Jack Rommson.

Photography . . . . . . . . - Photo Section.




Small white crosses mark the
places where many of them lie,
beneath the apple trees of Nor-
l’l'lﬂ.'l].d}' to the poppy studded
fields of Flanders. While for
others, the only memorial that
remains in their honor is the fin
of a tail protruding from the soil
of Belgium and France, or the
charred remains of their planes
that rest on the rolling plains of
the Ruhr or the gentle slopes of
the Marne.

These are the men whe have
laid down their lives for the cause
they knew to be right and just.
These are the men whe have
defended the freedom of demo-
cracy and have made the supreme
sacrifice that all the world may
live in peace, now and forever.

To those of us who knew them,
words cannot express our admi-
ration for their gallantry in meet-
ing the enemy, their spirit of
determination, and their wun-
selfish devotion to duty.

We wish that we could build a
monument to each one, which
would in a small way stand as a
reminder to all who would see,
that they have done their utmost
to make the world a better place
in which to live.

Instead, to those pilats who
have gone down, we can only
offer humble tribute, and dedi-
cate this book to them as a final
gesture of sincere appreciation
for a job well done.
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Colonel GROSSETTA

Col. GRroSSETTA, commanding officer of the
406th Ftr. Gp, received hiz eommission in May 19359
and served as a Fir. Pilot at Barksdale Field. La.
and Molfett Field, Calif. At Hamilton Field, Calif.,
he became Flt. Comdr. He served in Alaska with
the [lth. Fir. Command as Aws't. Operations OFfi-
cer where he altained the rank of Lt, Caol.

He led a Fir. Gp. at Ft, Myers, Fla., before he
took command of the 406th Fir. Bmb, Gp. in MNov
1943. He then trained the Gp. for overseas duty.

Col. Grossetta is a Sigma Chi alumnus of the
Univ. of Arizona where he graduated in 1937,

He has received the senior pilot award for 5 years
service in the A. A, F, and 1500 hrs. fying time.
He has also received the u Croix de Guerre o, « Dis-
tinguished Flyving Cross v, and the « Air Medal »
with 11 clusters.




Lt. Col. VINZANT

Lt. Col. Vixzant was from Porum, Oklahoma and attended
Oklahoma A & M before entering the Army Air Forces in 1941,
Col. Vinzant was an EM mechanic at Brooks Field, Texas,
and Langley Field, Va., in 1940, He earned his wings in 1941
at Maxwell Field, Ala., and had a year of flying fighters in
lceland prior to his arrival in England.

Before taking command of the 312th Fir, Sp. in March 1945,
Col. Vinzant had previously held the post of Flt. Comdr, in the
38%th Ftr. Sq.. then Gp. Operations officer for the 366th Fir,
Cp. and then Ass’t Director of Operations in the XXIX TAC.
He received the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Croix de
Guerre avec Etoile de Vermeil, and 15 Oak Leaf Clusters to
his Air Medal during his 30 months overseas,

Lt. Col. LOCKE

Lt. Col. LOCKE was commanding officer of the 512th Ftr. Sq.
from the time the outfit trained at Congaree, 5. C. until Asch,
Belgium, at which time he was transferred to the XXIX TAC
to mssume duties as Assistant Director of Operations.

After graduating from high school he entered the regular
army and after one year as a enlisted man he won a competi-
tive appointment to West Point, After graduating from West
Point he served for a period in the Field Anillery and then
tock up [lying training,

Col. Locke won the confidence and respect of his men from
the very beginning. He distinguished himself as leader of the
squadron compiling 330 eombat hours in 126 missions. He was
awarded the Air Medal with 23 Oak Leaf Clusters, The Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, Croix de Guerre avec Etcile de Ver-
meil, Purple Heart, and Distinctive Lead Crew Award.

Col. Locke i a native of San Antonio, Texas.
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Capt., Fred € MARALL

Capi. Jahm B. VAHRUER
{Adr Mol wilh B clasiers)

Alr Medal with 20 clusfersh,

Capl. Willam B, ANDEESON, Jr,

Mal Westen M. LENNOX
(A Mrdnd with 30 cliers, DFC)H,

PALr Medal willh 1 elssiers, Purple Heard wilh 1 clusieri,

' Maj, dark K.
Ak Mednl with S0 clusters, DEFCE,

Oiher mwrathios. siflcers of whom we bave
s plelmre el ided

Capl. Creighton A, SMITH
(Alr Meidnd with 8 elasters, DFC .

Capl, John W, MULLANEY
{Alr Medal with 10 clasiers, DFCh.




Ewnaling

Roneelimry 1

Billing 1

The o Pilots v is the word that enabled this book te be published and te which all our hearts are
dedicated, It is a word that reaches back and claims every man who ever took a ship into the war
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512th, but records that were first of all uticmp:ed and strived for becavse their ultimate collective _E:'l}i:]

DEAN, VOLTH, RALM, HEANDT, LAWLER, DARROLGH, MITOWELL, #izAaLon,
LEWIS, RREANTON, SUILGTMAN, ERSTIONM, WODEL, ASITON, GOWD,
AN, PARRKEE, SLAVIN, SPROUSE, DIBIEH, ANDEHSEN, DBROIWN, FPHEATT,
R SOWETI, FIRANCTS, FAYNE, CHIN,
JOMNSON, ORI, KIBWEN, BERICAL, MARSHALL, CASELLL, GORMAN, SS, FERRELL.
LK, MOVAY, ANDERN,

Mol wictiiled G Bhe plela 0 FOUTE, CROUCRER, BORMAN,

of success in the skies apainst the enemy they knew would be achieved by these pilots,

This conlidence has been repaid in a blazing record that has created this way of saying thanks

to them in pictures, to be printed and made a record on history’s pages to their flying skill, their cou-

rage, and their cclmp]rr.'ie devotion to rluly'.

]l 'i& I-rl?[l Lhﬂ[ no ol hl_"r Broup l‘:" men C(:Il]l(l ]'iﬂ‘l.'l‘.‘ ]'I'.IEH.".L' oar I'!la.'ﬁ. ever rqua]crj thf TCCUH'J U'E lhE‘:‘E‘ i:"i]“:'l-"

while [lying the P-47 in the assignment of duty,




HONOR ROLL

MISSING IN ACTION (MIA)

Aceg, Lyon E.
MuLLaney, John W,
PepErsen, Harry B.
Jones, R, G,

Forp, A, B.
PawLukanms, Chris.
CraTeR, Richard B,
Canton, Maurice W,
DoucHERTY, Samuel A,
MoLoney, Keith A,
BoorH, Everett E., Jr.

KILLED IN ACTION (KIA)

DoucrLas, Arner M.
DupoLskl, Elmer C.
ArmsTronG, Thomas
Day, Robert M.
Harkinson, Thomas 5.
Crevier, Donald |,
AkIN, John H,
Tomlinsen, Donald D.
Evmer, Quentin G,
Rumsey, Arthur H., Jr.
Sranc, Alan J.

Dioas, Leo ].

KILLED (NOT IN COMBAT)

Tiwron, Russel E.
Harwacer, Alfred C.
Deja, Henry M.
Haiey, Donald L.

PRISONER OF WAR (POW)

JoHansen, Leif H.
Cook, Morman |.

PILOTS REPORTED RETURNED
BEING POW OR MIA

Lexnox, Weston M.
Favikronp, Raymond ].. Jr.
UnperwooDp, Jeswe U,
Brown, John C,

Locke, John L.

WeesTER, Donald M.
Morris, William T.
Craxron, Forest E.
CunnmncHaM, William AL
Henpersvor, Vemn ].

AFTER

(MIA)
(MIA)
(MIA)
(POW)
(MIA)
(MIA)
(MIA)
(MIA)
(MIA)
(MIA)

PILOTS WHO HAVE COMPLETED THEIR
MISSIONS AND LEFT THE SQUADRON

Ruea, William AL, Jr.
SmiTH, Creighton A,
Vacca, Gabriel, F.
Larrick, Hershall G,
Mayne, E. F.. Ir.
Manrusiak, John.
Brown, A, 5.

Me CaLr, ]. O,
CurisTENSEN, Richard D.
Haves, Lewis R.
ScHwaN, Clen K,
AnpersoN, John C.
Perkmss, Walter L.
CHuppLeK, Fred W,
HGRNE. Charles M,
Kranz, Robert R,
KozLowskl, John 3.
Draney, Robert N,
Diamant, Walker A,
Dowsey, Thomas |.
ByerLy, Melvin, 1.
Porter, James D.
Wecker, Donal G.
Cox, Harold D.
BaLowin, Oscar F,
Bromszon, Jack R.
Marall, Fred C.
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! The functions of the squadron have been smoothly coordi-

nated and ably directed by the Executive officer, Ma). WRIGHT;
the Adjutant, Capt GoRTon; and the 1st Sgt, Felix B. SHaPiRO.

Major Thomas 5. WRIGHT is a native of lowa and served
as an enlisted man in an artillery outfit. As Executive he had
the responsibility of preparing the squadron to go overseas
and in the ETO he functioned as an adminiztrative inspector
of the various sections.

Captain Willlam R. Gorrton is from Liberty, New-Yeork,
Originally the squadron supply officer, Capt Gorton has had
charge of all personnel problems in the squadron as Adjutant
as well as supervisor of the Mess,

Ist St Felix B. SHAPIRO is from Atlanta, Georgia and very
proud of it. Lucky is the squadron with a good lst Sgt. and
lucky 1s the 512th in it's st Sgt. Understanding and ahle, his
competent supervision of the Squadron Headquarters and his
able representation of the enlisted men is highly appreciated.

Isd Bgl, SHAFIRD, Mal WRIGHT, Capl. GORTON.

John M. Duran, mail clerk, known as « Muscles n to his unlimited number of friends. By his willingness to do hi
job well, Muscles, in his own inimitable manner is a large contributing factor to the morale of the Squadron. How-
ever, the very fact of his jolly disposition belies the nickname of « Muscles ».

Jim « Army Regulations v NEWMaAN, head of the Unit Personnel Section not only has to o« Keep Em Paid » bul
cares for the intricate records of each individual in, or ntlac]‘icd to, this organizatiﬂn_ His unawcrvlng devotion ta dul::,'

coupled with his loyalty and long hours of work has earned for this Squadron the enviable record of having the bes
Unit Personnel Section in the ETO.

Frank Fausestock, « Mimble fingers Frankie »
has contributed largely to the success of the Unit
ble fingers « beal out a tattoo on the typewriler,
filee all ». If the army red tape has got you, and
you're in doubt, see « Pop o,

Walter R, MarTENS — two hundred and Ffifty
men, rr_‘pﬂ:ecntating 43 states, could neot eICApe
the mighty pen of « Duty Roster » Martens. His
unbiased selections of KP's, work details, and
Guards, kept 1o a minimum the usual gripes that
accompanies this job.

Robert H. CornelL, our highly competent sia-
tistician — 273, who dotes on classification and
assignment ; His audit list is truly a work of art.
His casy going ways and unruffled disposition
has justly earned him the nickname of « Noncha-
lant Bob ».

Irving ). Conway — h}r long and arduous work,
together with his tireless efforts to attain perfec-
tion, has developed inlo a master in the art of
u policing up ».

Sianding : WRIGHT, FAHNESTOCK, SHAFIRG, NEWMAN, GORTON,
Kaeeling : CORNELL, DELOGE, CONWAY, MARTENS, DUEAN.
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